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Examining the Potential of Air Cargo Operations at Regional

International Airports

- Focusing on Cheongju International Airport -

Sangmi Kim, Kwangmin Kim

ABSTRACT

The excessive concentration of air cargo transportation at Incheon International Airport has
raised concerns about economic inefficiencies and the need for alternative airports in case of
emergencies. This study investigates the necessity of diversifying air cargo functions and
evaluates the feasibility of sharing these functions with Cheongju International Airport. The
potential for activating air cargo at Cheongju Airport was examined from the perspectives of
infrastructure, local government support policies, and regional air cargo demand. The results
showed that Cheongju Airport has limited capacity for handling air cargo due to a lack of
related infrastructure. However, based on the 2023 air cargo performance data, it was found
that using Cheongju Airport could reduce inland logistics costs and transportation time by an
average of about 40%. Furthermore, with the planned policy support from local governments in
the Chungcheong region and the expansion of transportation networks, it is expected that
Cheongju Airport can efficiently share air cargo demand once its infrastructure is expanded.

Key Words : Air Cargo(@33H=), Airport Facilities(33A14d), Air Cargo Demand(@53Hs +2),
Cheongju International Airport(35=A153}), Local Airport Revitalization Policy(R[HFadt AlsH )
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Table 2. Air cargo trade amounts by airport in 2023
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Table 3. Airport facilities and cargo handling

capabilities
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Fig. 1. Projection of cargo volume at
Incheon International Airport
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Fig. 2. Export(by item) and passengers in
Cheongju International Airport
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Table 4. Aeropolis development plan
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Table 5. Financial support for Cheongju Interna—
tional Airport by local governments in
the Chungcheong region
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Table 6. Trade volume and amount by air cargo
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Table 8. Company's intention to use Cheongju
International Airport
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