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A Study on the Impact of Digital Platform Intervention on Carrier Status

in the Air Transport Supply Chain
Fun Bin Kim" Na Hee Han"

ABSTRACT

This study examines the liability of air carriers in digital platform environments. The
expansion of online intermediary platforms has transformed air transport transactions into
complex and multi-layered structures, thereby challenging the traditional allocation of li-
ability based on contractual relationships. In particular, the conventional carrier-centered
framework under the Montreal Convention does not fully accommodate situations in
which digital platforms substantially influence essential elements of air transport trans-
actions, including pricing, booking procedures, and information provision. Focusing on
the judgment in Verein fir Konsumenteninformation v KLM Royal Dutch Airlines(CJEU
2026), this study analyzes how liability is allocated in platform-mediated air transport
transactions. The study argues that liability should not be determined solely by formal
contractual status, but should also take into account the degree of functional involvement
and control exercised over the transaction structure. Based on this analysis, the study sug-
gests that the liability framework of air carriers should be reconsidered in light of the re-
alities of digitalized air transport services.

Key Words : Air Carrier Status(8325291 #|9), Digital Platform(tJA|2 23%), Air Trnsporta-
tion(F324), Montreal Convention(ZE&& g9}
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o= oisk FAOIH, Ak FHel e

2 A7) A9e Beksie AL EA9) A47F It
=3 ZABo| Ttk F/HE ol AdRA] B4t

AH|A AFTol Rk A= A9 ANE AdE
Alo] m} EH = HjEst= 71E HAISOIA A
7} ZdtSur, 2026).

20264, FHAFAEATA(Court of Justice of
the European Union, ©[8} CJEU)OIA & Verein
fiir Konsumenteninformation(°/3}. VKI) v Royal
Dutch Airlines(°J3}, KLM) AEll= E3E0] /Yd
FEEE AdolA 2519 Aol e Ber|ES
Hojzo) oid wEl= AdHE N ﬁ]okﬁrﬁﬂi B8

The siue) BaE Paw welska, 1S40 gl
FEAHA AZAAA A9 B 1f AHe 4
31k ol tiXE BolA Welong AokAlo]

oflz} A9 A7 Fxof 7|xste] ddd 5= 9l
== AR

71E AFe TSR] Ay yAE EAF
BEAE 7t E8F o7 BASK= AJRS Ho] 9o,
FAE st A9 7IeY Wl RS de
dUdor REsitt 53] tAd SHEC] F5F
Aol v|A= FIFolx Eotal, Fa-519 AY
£ FHoE 2T dve =2

olo] ¥ A= VK7 v KLM BElE B450] ZH
ol NG Aol A 9id WAS HESHL, o]
£ Ef2 U9 ZHE oA FELeE019 X9
o disie] AuHe S B0 itk

Il CX|E SHED} SE25U2 X9t

o5 Feed2 95| =94 5P 1A
A %‘1, oAE EHES 5o AdHEH 5%

(e-AWB)o| HP=|7|% oL, 29| YA]|FHo o
2 JHFR7} o|FojA = ERH T FollA 3=
o 22y YA EHE ok &ole FAIFeR
BYE A7t of"a, 7+ 73 WA= A F40
e} Z}20] 7igE AAIstaL it oflE E°1, OECD
9] ALo= 281 EF;E(online platform)olzli=

8ol AgsA, ol eyl Bo) JEAgIe

T 7 ol AE FEEAT AEojEdd ARSA
AR1E Tz D) 119 A5A8-S EXIsk= "A
g AHlAZ A3 (OECD 2019) UNCTADE &
REZ 2RI AollA g BARNE A2 doakE
= 7Fs s she HAUES ovlstH, dAd E4E
2 o3t HIAYEE 221Q1 F0lA AlFsh, FAl

o] &7/ Hintermediary)°]*} Q1Z&Z2 753kt B
11 Qltt o= A ZF#E(transaction platforms)d}

Al %‘“;H\E(mnovatlon platforms)0 & &35} Q1

E2 thHAR(two/multi-sided mar-
} I, 221 lzes S ohfet 3
JL%?::- A Q5= A 22 Amazon, Alibaba,
Facebook, eBay, Uber, Airbnb 5= 92 £t &
3t 84 EREZ F 9 FHl= AR ofET A0
A 9 AnEolE Y & Sl BEE AlSshke
ZAO & Android, Linux, MPEG ¥& & 92 &2
ATHUNCTAD,2019).

EU9] HA" Au|AH(digital service act, DSA)
< EHEE 34 AB|A9 19 HFE Aostar
Sltt. FAAo® 2Rl EWES 5] o]&APL Al
%—'C?l dHE A hosting)sk= A IAA] &L, °]
SR 8ol wet 1 ARE tisolA I, He
(disseminate to the public)di= AH|A AZAES
oujgtttal FAstL UtHregulation (EU) 2022/
2065, Art. 3(1). gHH, v=2 HRAE S2FE| Wt
TAst vt Jol AL Fr|HTs A /\H]X}E
TH 9 BA9A 5 e HES SHeE TIsE
opd FEAAE P45t UrHGoldman,2024).

flo
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o

2.2 $E2809 X|9/0 CHer LEr=E
TAFT 2SN FEEUAY Afle F2 1999

| 2EFLS g2%HMontreal Convention 1999, ol5}
MC99)ell oJa w-&drt. sid P FAITT-3
et TG S A=A FEEUY A9
Hejel A9l 9 A gae] Agstal, FAH WA <
s gHske e F8 £4or It Moon and
Hwang, 2025). £3] MC99% o7, 4518 4 3=
=50 BT AJAAE ZBHoR FHTOEN =
AFTE Hokol My FY4E FHEsolr St
(Ch01 2026).
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FoRE EEAINY FAAR] FEEUS 7124
A FAE HAst= T, AA 52 Fsk= A
(actual carrie)?t AP  2%9l(contracting
carrier)& J-Eok= ol9d FxE Aot St}
MC99 A39R= AMY 51U0] AEe &A1
wet ohE A7t 259 AR Ee YRS %6k 4
Q& J9ohdA], “the contracting carrier’?} “the
actual carrier’ & TEsto] FoJotar Qlot. E3L A
40Z(respective liability of contracting and
actual carriers)?}t A41Z(mutual liability)= ¥Rt
9] HATAI} 5 HERAE g5t St ol=gt
T2 TEE0] B9 AR oJsf 3E &
Utk FAZ BHPsIHAE, S=302s 254
= FHe=E A9 FAE wddhs u £4o] itk
E3 MC99+= Y FFEE A4 AIAAE
Aestar Qitk. Al7x2= o449 AR T A
of gt %19 AL FFstr Y2 (“Death
and Injury of Passengers’), A21Z2= 4% 3t& Y
A= FIEAAS ISt 11 e 2ol &
Sfof] thsire 25919 HAdSS sl&ske ol
AAAE F45FL AtH“compensation in case of
death or injury of passengers”). T3t A|19F= A
Ao &g Q% £3fl(damage occasioned by delay)©]l
St AAZ st glem, Al7x A2y ¢ A18
Ze 27 oket 2keel EA-FHlEo] gk Aol
T8l Qi) Yot Al222E oA A, SokE U
st AASHE(limits of liability)E 473
o s FTER1 FEZ Ajtsta Sltk. ol=gh
AAAA= FB59 S5 4y S 11
T #34 JLe=E HriErh
AR T35 FerkEdMe AL B E
= 54, Z9Y T 7+ FojRe] Ao] vlwA Helst
Al FE=o] ISk wEbA &5A 1Y AdAet A
| 255 71E0E AolS wHsks MC992
AA= 4783 A9EE 7H 5= AQeh 2=y F2
gAd EAF9] gitoz dok A, JEAT, 14
] 9 ARSAHIA 7)50] ERE ARIAIA AFE
WA FEARE 2 AP Htstar Qi ol whet
Adfoll AdHoR Fojoh= FALL} HE AAFA7}
UASHA] = Adsgo] WIHsHA WAyt Qirt. ool
MC999] 511 g2 EhdHoz EA k] A2

ofiigt A4 2% 4 cing FHoz F4Hel 9

12

EITJ

bl

:

w7]|Eo] AdFARL 7o} L579 oRo] HE
Eo] Qlo] A= Aol A FIFEE PAkeh=
39 FAel gk 1E= AHEe=s AjkHo|t
(Hoeks 2010). 53] A" Z9F Holxl= 22
AA, dlere], AAAY, EAlS 9 143 5 &
SAH| A9 HA 7)50] EHE AFGAl ol 4=3=]
A7 F7kskal Qo 71E EoF AAl= ol
¢S =FAQ A9] wk 94% HAFOoE 17s}
] 231 QltiKo ! acz and Verheyen,2025).

A 5258 5 (International Air Transport As-
sociation, IATA) GA] AR&}F =54 (e-AWB)Z
Hxd ERAAY Shtos FFEEAL L2271
27 #slelal 32 AAsHHA, 7|E FAE AA
7} ol=gt 3 WIS FEo] WrgstA| ot dth
I Hrska QITHIATA 2023). £3] MCO9:= =&
AMAALS] WA 2y S0 71l e HEe] 7
= 51 QIR gom, Aok Ay 25530] 2k
= AlA " AL 7182 B8] AASHA &S
1 Ko tacz and Verheyen,2025).

o9} 22 A= HAE EAEo] FT-2F Aol
A=A 02 JYste SHlA BE Fegdh EH
F AR Ot JE AZAE dol 5412
34, 7t AA, dler 2 AR o] AdHos
o5l glom, 7-9of wet AR} QlAsh= A9
ZXA HAHog 7155t JrKPark et al.,, 2024).
AH MC99+%= ol2f3t EEY 7|54 TS AA=
AAE o] ofE=, EE0] MYE A=l
A sk A ZAE SE9] HHdsHA| Eitth

2 CJEUY] VKT v. KLM BHEIA Hot FAZ 0
E YEUL glon, o= fAd E3FE oA &
25209 X 9let A »E AEED B_AFS Al

A

e ol 23T WAE I 5 AY #&5Y
1

18 rr o

N

2.3 EU X2 5282 X9

FHUATEVS FFeE Hopld Bt 257
opgel WYL ol Aul4 A HEsH Y A
A2 WA Sklee, 2023). B8] FEA] A
2 BAL Jop] Atk st weE 59
FFeEU AY WIS WYL POz el
B/dstal UATHEPRS, 2020).
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3f Regulation (EC) No 261/20045 A|A3kct. o]
TS F3H Fa, A, G5AF AZelA 540
A AT BT AeZ AT FFE FF-5U
A B3t Moon and Hwang, 2025). F£A& o2
A5x= FFH FA Al S0 gt BAZ st
A “In case of cancellation of a flight’=}al HA]
st 9lom, Aoz AA Al A YFE FAH5HEA
“expects a flight to be delayed’#i= @S AR
stal loh. E3E Al7RE HPAY TE FHEAA]
TE A5, A9FE= “right to care” ¥Ro W
AAL sdE I BASH Alg QRS Fastar Stk

E3 EU= 3599 AE A3 AH|A A
TEo] g5 Sfisls WRkow HIE WHAIA
Sk ARPSAR A2 ARARE] Au|A AFAHe]
A AlgkS FAs e H(Directive 2000/31/EC),
221 S7HAHIA FAoAME 229l EES 7Y
AREAF 1] 37880 S SHSh] Qg S
A5l tHRegulation (EU) 2019/1150). &g &
HARD] Au|A% ti7kE B3 AlG s AElA, Y40
& A= ARlA, AR £H3E 6l AlSEe A
H| A, AH|A o] &A1) 7 87 wit A= A
BHIAE WIHDirective 2000/31/EC Art.2(a)). ©
g ABIAHE E0E0] HJA} oRE Hr} 1414
o7 H&3l3 3 2H(Regulation (EU) 2022/2065),
FEEE ARIA HAE EE0] o € 2%, 4
HAF 59 4 7152 93sks 4%l d8d &
Ue 7FsAdE HoEr

Bat otlgr Uber Systems Spain(CJEU Case
C 434/15) A2 EE0] T AHALY] AB|A7}
oflz} &% AMulAR ERE & AUSZ S,
Airbnb IrelandCJEU Case C 390/18) A= &4
F9 ¥ A2 AEAR] AHIAR SR 2l
Aot A4 AT aHsfor itk A AxR
SIelth. ol= 5% EololAx EE] T S
£ ol AYggdnt 2o TAT 4, EU 14
o] A&7t P 5 A= AARRI

A= EU 132 2ETE g9 A E ot
WA, G590 A E AvRe] Y BS F40
2 Adctke S AARTHLee, 2023). 124
tAd Z2Fo] MYsks M2 Aixol tisiA
= o AHAR] o] FFo5h, o= FF weet
71 JHE Bl +AskE €87t ok

Il. CJEUS| VKT v. KLM EAl THgA

2026 WER CJEUY C45/24 AL 2891
NEHRE0] NYE FTL5 Aol XNAS ojEA
o= Zolxo] et w5t AR, tAE 8
A o209 Ao gt =98 FHAstels &
Zo] =t

ofy

=2

=13
=

3.1 SAAt

B AL QAERol AHZE HITAQl VKI 7F
HEs 34 KIMS Az A7IgE 4ol
VKI= &5-d FoiagolA 28et oig A+ Opodo)?]
SR SEolRet ddd oo AMdS £A
Aoked, KIM2 s &=9lFo] HAE Eeal
49 Aol HAUTHCJEU C45/24, para.2).

3.2 At

AHREL 221 A|F EZFE (online travel
agency, OTA)?l Opodo A ZEE 53] KLM
F5d@5d EURL,958.34+ =7 EUR95.14, &
9 EUR 2,053.48)& 73t3itt. o] 350l F5-d
712 Qo] ZhEo] Hulst J7H 4R (booking fee)
7t A A=A ol% FoHo| HAER, FFA
QA KIME T34 2 e SESIGou, E3E
o] £33 g BEL SEIoA Alstqitt o
of i3] VK= 33 F& A TEL LH|R7}F AA|
2 AFe AA FHS 7|E0RE o|FolAof i, &
AE PR A mZFEoloR kAl FAsieith
(CJBU C45/24, para.8-11.).

3.3 ¥H

B AAY HHAHL Regulation (EC) No
261/2004 AI8x A1H2)2] F5d 714 AAgE"
of w2 SEHC SerEI ZAEEA &, T
H Ha Al FFERA9] TES o= "o 229l
EREENADo] Rt Tt ZFEEA] RS
ot VKA= @35d FojagollA 4571 E7FjstA
EGEER S thiio] EItE|ojok Jhthal FAYSIGL
o} KLMZ OpodoZt ZAHH 02 A3t 50|,
2312 O S 4] Eglomg sHEoRT} glrty
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A B | e e Sl o =
o A ¢ FAHS AAISHA] £t B FHEof of
g FAE A=Al FFEAKCIEU  C45/24,
para.16-19.)
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HI &2 3 253 E7HEAoRE Add o8 B
oo} opH, wetA FFA} S RS HE +
HE LA ZFHE FEF= EAT L B
Skoict

0] Regulation (EC) No 261/20049] £2 25
EAS AAHoR FH6l] 9Igt Mo, EAR
7t SAA FMAE Az Fro] A5S AVISHE
£ 7Zastes BT 294E gt AL xS}

S HES 221 ZE9] Ji9do] FBeER1Y
EOREE AgFetAY WA= <A7F € 4 gtk
2 Aokl S/AEA DT qS
&5 Al AdH o] FA= T
SAtolH, whEba] XEAQ1 Y A FFAIA Fi&
Hrk= HE ERISIYTHCIEU C45/24, para.24-41.).

Ade] 44H 725 71Eon BT HolA
o} Sk B3] FEeHalo] 2okl BB 3
S5EE AW AP Yokeols FRAYS A%
& A AT A FFHOE wepdt S0
7}

o] WAL gAg SgBo| YL FI-5 Aol
A B wee] 7Fo0] Tt AGPAA oIRE o
of ANEA FH, BATE, BRAA 5 A el
et 49H pelet SAWAA 1eE > UL
Hejzeh £ A7olH 7153 SA% AdzAY 2

7%, dloF 9 Z2A| e, 1AMuA AT 9 SEEA)

o 5 A Aol dhet AAH G YA o]

VKT v. KIM o] Tt 20140 s B2 4
of YA BgBo] YK FReH FRALOA
591 Y BY)E0] MBS HolRs Ay B
ok 5 B @l BES dopy H4Ed 259 7

2 5% o] ohlek, Acky S5 AA| &5
ol 71E AAE FASFUAE S Adey
of go] 1A oE AT BaAE AN A
& Wt gt 3 259 A9l Ak
ohjet FFAE W 9, AdE % 715 B4
£2 9 nsle] BuE WAzt vk

o
i

ox HE o

0
ol

V. OXIE SHEM SS2522| |20
K

41 OXE SUZ 230N 5282 XI¢

9| otA|
A 71e9] WAy 3 o A 221
AE= SHOE AHED 9lon, ol AFHA T
TS AR 583 HIE 7HHR L QUtK(Lee
et al., 2025). J¥% 3525 EokolA UAE 5
NEAFS] HA X 9et AU Ho] F&st= HAl
£ oK FEs] AHY=EA LAtKolacz and
Verheyen, 2025). 1 23, YAg Z2go] A A
gho] Bofstz oAM= 7189 2511 Mdvte=s
A1z E AYohs o A7 ZeldtiHuh and
Choi, 2024). th&3t Zo] Wirol& 4= Utk

2, EAFo] NYsks Adolxe Af+t2rt o
FHo=w JHHE HAdE S F55A 19
A3 Aol FAolloy, eEdoll= EHE0] 99,
aA|, BEAS gl AAsHEA A3RTE ARBA
o ZofetthLee et al. 2025). o2 I3 AFFAR}
9] EXo] ERSiA 1, FAVS HA At AdA A
A Atolof] Z2j7t WAFE 4= JHKim and Kim,
2024).

A, SHEY I &= JRJINO IXA

il

dl

=

=

52 Az Yol ARAA e T, BRE
o A Akel 4t ol Iyl BT 5

2 Wikl et AL ols] FRLENA 4
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FE= ATl Slof, Aol digth AdE AR A 3 oF R ofle}t Ik W 7ls 38 AREAl
A}l 7t Extgo] 'IAgetHPellicano et al., 2024). AT Z 3 17 o]-Oq o "ggrl 9low, ol ¢

AA, =olg 7] FeE2 A w9 7|
3= gt ERE2 AAT RS/} =4 75
= = 9 FYstA wEARE SAl
t A dda FFEE AEA B 98E
ETHUNCTAD, 2021). wbA 25291 34 F419]
AIRto 2= 7+ Zojzte] A} AU F4Eo] A
571 ojgar, Ao izt A5 HL9% A 743
A Q] wdo] Fa3t 947 y#E W) Qo

‘ﬂlz‘ﬁ, Ay FAPTES HAAE olHet HilkE

50| §HdskA] Sokar k. MC99+ o Hs] Ak
A} AR FHoE AlS st Sle
o, EU 74 9A SAESE 7ok Hfos W
of AR ERETY 22 =L FATA HE A
et FelEH] 7S HEs] A= Eokal Atk
(Lee, 2023; Kotacz and Verheyen, 2025). °o]&=
EHE AHY 252 NdE AHdsh] g ol24
Age] dadE ou|gitt.

O of
Elg
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42 OXE SHE tF0M S5 X120
T8 AJAFA
VKI v. KLM B2L X g ZIE T4 25

ol A9 BAY AkAgtor el ot
He& Hojenh 2 B2 AHE NE Al ol
OME} 2L AP EUE ATz vt

I 7= S0 dddor AHE J4-SA5k
ZH?J FAE BRISIAH. o= HAE EEC] #HF
/H 1:11 o]t‘)ﬂ 34,7(-101] /\11114_951_ :q.oqg].g: 7:]0 7;“0]:}"
A ofHol A7 e55e olmton 9591 X94S
B ofFthe AL ARG 53] SHEL o
oF, 24, JEuE 9 S=EA 5 54N Y
715l Bolgro=i Adel et AU YL Y
ARG mEbA 2] Y FEdolMe HE
A AFFAA ol ohlet AEA B, AulA

43 B 2 PREA 5 715E 9% 94 A w

9ol Qg3 947 y#EE QU ok
0131 TAA VKT v. KIM BHEL ZEZE §

o} 2591 NP BAsHs Ao| ohet g
'D'H%]r%‘oﬂ A Bgo sjMT 7hsAdE HolEt

A7 FF FILEAY A9 Aok Bt 254

A9 ZEo] 7jAE FFLeE BAoA] &

(o]

=

10.

11.

. Case

. Choi, J. S.,

. Herold, D. M,

0] ;{ﬂcg
A Fa EoR A5e & 9l
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